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EDITORIAL NOTES: 
+ The Soocial Research Issue has beeri delayed until the next issue (see page 14) 
so that it will coincide with o·ur first anniversary editio}1. Since this publi­
cation will be a drain on our fi-narices, the last page of the issue will be reser­
ved for Contributing- Supporters:' ·those who donate $1 or more will have their na­
me and address listed on this page. No exchange advertisements will be accepted 
for this issue; they must be payed advertisements. 
+The Fall issue - of UFO COMMENIARY incorpo�ated the /\�rial Phenomena Investiga-
tions and Research Center's publication UFO PHENOMENON. � 
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tively. · 1 ' • 
+ ·we wish to thank our readers for th:eir support over the past year and Wish you 
all a vGry happy New Year. 
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TIPTOE THROUGH THE UFOLOOISTS • .• 

A few comment�. on UFOlogists mig;ht be appropriate at this time as my travels 
this past sunnner have given me the opportunity to acquaint nwself with the nature 
cif the irrlividuals in both the United States and France. I will not attempt to 
compare them as the two are too similar to compare, but observations can easily 
be made about the personality of the UFOlogist in general. I base my c o m ments 
from my attendance at the 1970 Congress of Scientific UFOlogists and from per­
sonally meeting with the leaders of several French and American organizations. 

Immediately noticeable was the wide spectrum of the types of people, repre­
sented by the wide 

'
variety of ages ( 15-70), who were involved in UFO rese a r c h • 

From the viewpoint of continuity this bodes a stable future for the field as youth 
provides the fresh blood. An even brighter future is seen when it is rea li zed 
that more than a quarte� of all the current UFOzines are published by people un­
der tvrenty years of age·. 

The speeches arrl conversations which were heard, the attention they received 
ani the c orrluct which they generated, reflected a main factor in irrlividual UFO 
research. It seemed as if each in:iivi�ual was specialized }n a certain aspect of 
UFO research whether it be an interest in the United Nations recognition of UFQ;, 
skywatching, government censorship, computers, or other buffs themselves. Dis­
cussi_ons, or rather disagreements rarely arose except on financial or busi n ess 
matters. Th:� .. S type of specialization is favorable only if the irrlividual remains 
informed with other events and developments within the field. Unfortunately,this 
was the exception rather than the rule. 

In France, as in the United States, there exists intense criticism of others' 
works, actions, an:i specializations. This, in a sense,· is valuable in that i t  
keeps everyone on their toes about what they are saying, doing, ard specializing 
in. 

This criticism is most probably linked to one of the basic drives of.tF'Ology: · 
individualism. The UFOlogist is not orie who fo1lows the ·multitude ani will not 
hesitate to assert his opinion however variant it might be, if questioned on the 
subject. He will boast.his contribution or participation in the field. Eithe� 
it is a form of escape from reality, in which case his interest is p r o b. ab ly 
fleeting, curs oey, connective ard/ or short. Or, it may be that reality does n 1 t 
present enough of a challange for the irdividual and the irdividual. is l.·o oking· 
for something beyond it. 

· 
- 4-

(�ontinued on page 8 ) 



UFC'.CAT-70 is a file contailnng 15,278 entries ; each entry is based on tm· detaUs 
of a UFO s ighting report as given by some particular s ource ani has been par� 
tially coded ani punched for computer analys is. UFOCAT-70 is not a com p l eted 
pro�ct.The following is one of the studies which have been made on the bas is· of 

UFOCAT-70 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � - - - - - - - - --
UFO ACTIVITY IN RELATION TO DAY-OF-THE-WEEK 

by Dr. David R. Saunders 

.An opinion that was popular among that now extinct s pecies , ''Bas e UFO Offi­
cer,'� held tha,t the peak of UFO activity fell on weekerds. Accordi� to its ad­
here11ts ., this .was consistent with the fact that Saturday night is mos t popular 
for· :partying ard drinking, ani with the theory that UFOs are c.aus ed 'by hoaxes 
ani·h�llucinations . 

�i te a different sugges tion is made by Keel (2, p. 20), who firds ''tha. t the 
great�st number of s ightings are reported on Wednesday, ani then they s lowly _ta;..; 
per off. through the res t of the week. The lowes t number occurs on Tuesday. ''ntis 
conclusion is based on a s ample of 730 Type I s ightings_reported in the press · in 
1966. Keel calls this ''Wednes day phenonenon" "very val,.d" ani "inexpli cab 1 ei . •. " · ,  
a.trl makes it a corners tone for building his ultra.terres trial thes is . ·· · lo .• . J1v own informal obs ervation had been that the peak of the most n o t o r  iou� , 
flaps fell on or near Tues day. However, the timing of official debunking s tate-,. 
ments and their effect on the pres s is a pos s ible contributing factor :in at least;· 
s ome of thes e ins tances . · · ; 

A common feature of all. of the above views is that
. 

they predict urJ:qual F�J_-• 
portions of reports on various days of the week. Before considering any of them 1 
s erio�ly, we would need to establish that the s impler hyPothes is of ',_ .. _predicted··�· 
equality is too simple. A hypothes is of predicted equality would make -sense,.f'or ·:: 
examp�e, if UFOs are primarily a natural }ilenomenon unrelated ta the human caleri-� · 
der. -· 

Neither o( the two larges t-s cale published s tatistical s tUdies of UFOs (1,5) 
pays any attention to day of the week. 

· 
In order to shed light on this matter; UFOCAT-70 was s orted_il'lto chronologi� 

cal order, according to the dates punched in col� 9-15. {Typically,these are 
the dates according to local time.) For each date, the reports · were grouped ac� 
cording to the political unit ani s ubunit punched in columns 41-44. Reports with 
incomplete date�, erroneous dates, not-later-than dates, or dates before 1921, 
were all excluded. 

The computer was then instructed to tally th� remaining rePorts lr¢o a table. 
according to year am day of the week. In order to minimize any·· bias that could 
be caused by multiple UFOCAT entries for the same sighting, the compute·r was in­
s tructed to tally a maximum of one event per political unit per date. This re­
duced the total number of tallies to 7025, dis tributed as s h�n in Table 1 • 

• • • contin�d 
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• < .. - 1  
Under the s imple-mirrled assumption that all seven days of the week a.re eqnal­

ly likely, the chi-square stat istic was.c omputed f or each line of the table and 
these values were s caled according to their remarkab ility. An R of zero indica­
tes the expected degree of c onf ormity between the data and the equally like 1 y 
hyp othes is; a negative ·R· indicates even better than chance c onf ormity. A high 
p os itive R ind icates that the inequalit ies are s o  great that an explanat ion other 
than "equally likely" must be s ought . S ince ·it turns out that the only alterna­
tive explanation worth c ons idering are based on e s s ent ially the same data that 
have been tallied , an R of approximately +10 will be needed ( 3) .  For' this dis ­
cus s ion , I will regard 9 .5 7  as meeting this requirement .1 

The R-value obtained fr om the t otal line is greate r  than.f o� any of tbe · in­
dividual years . The large st value f or a s ingle year is 8.21 f or 19 69;s ince_data 
f or only part of 1969 appear in UFOCAT- 70 , the data on this line are pgrtictilarl y 
vulnerable t o  the influence of one or two "flap date s , "  which c ould act to raise 
chi-square and R.  The sec ond largest value for a s ingle year is  7 .41 f or 1959; 
the f orm of the 1959 distribut ion is s imilar t o  that of the ove rall t otals . From 
1947 on, the algebraic sum· of all the s ingle-year rema rkability values is 13 .95 , 
which is not enough greater than 9 .5 7  to require fu rther c omment .  In view o f 
these . th ings , Table 1 may be interpreted as indicating that there is a tendency 
f or days of the week to c ont ribute unequal numbers of UFO rep orts , and that this 
tendency is �aralle� from year to year . 

The. _mere existence of this unequal tendency terrls t o  weaken the " n at u ral 
phe nomeno'n" hyp othes is (but see below) . The nature of the inequalities a r g ues 
strongly against the USAF view (Saturday sh ould rank f irst instead of last) and 
against the Keel view (Tuesday should rank last instead of almost f irst) . I t 
should be noted , though that Keel*s v�ew is based on analys is of Type I (low le­
vel) s ightings only, whereas this study has employed no such s c rE1e n. ·· · Actually.- ·the--most striking .. feature of Table

-
- 1 is the low· �umoer of tallies 

f or Saturday, with the ne� low�st totals :rec orded f or Friday and Sunday. It is 
p os s ible that these results depend. on the action of an editorial f ilter , rather 
than on the-�p!ienomenon itself. Ma:oy papet's-�i:tbe;r _ _ d.on 1t_. publish at all on·.-Sun­
day, or c omp ose . all but -�he f ront ;page ahead of t ime; assum ing most papers want 
to print· "news , "  a s ighting that takes place on Saturday would have relativ e 1 y 
fewer -ways of bec oming k� own •. . . -· - - - . .. ··--·-· . - - -- .. 

It is als-o --pos s ible that these results do depend directly on the phe nomenon. 
In this c onnecti on ,  Smith 1 s  analysis of p os s ible c orrelations of UFO act ivity with 
unexplained p ower failures acquires added interest . Smith has already displayed 
the s im ilarity of the p ower-failure arrl UFO act ivity curves on a_ year -by -year 
bas is (4) . He als o presents the f ollowing frequen� ies f or p ower failures by day 

• • • c ontinued 

1 When a parellel run was made allowing one event per p oiit ical s ub.:.�nit per date, 
a total of 8 741 tallies -:resulted , with chi-square = 27�708 and R-;-12 .26;the in- < 

elus ion of these talli�s appears to reinf orce what� shown in Table 1 ,  but the 
data are now dominated by a few well- investigated flaps . 1�en a run was made 
remov ing the restriction ent irely , 12 ,558 ·talli€s' resulted , with chi - square = 

23 . 075 and R = 9 . 72; the additi on of these further tallies evidently does tend t o  
blur the p icture . 
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I of the week: 
Surrlay · 48 
Morrlay 64 

.. Tuesday 56 
Wednesday 72 · Thursday - . 76 
Friday 63 
Saturday 30 

Total 409 

. -
.. . . . . .. . 

Under an_ "equ�lly likely"_ hypothesis, this distribution yields _a. -chi-square of 
25.05, ani a remarkability of 10.80; therefore,we can't just ignore it._·or _course, 
it might be sufficient to observe that overall power consumption is less_ on week­
ends, and that power failures are likely .to . be. related to load. In Smith's data, 
obtained from the Federal Power Commission,· the definition of a reportable power 
failure is related to load. 

· · 

On the other hard, the form of Smith's distribution iS' basic.ally similar to 
that of our totals in Table 1; both display the relatively sharp low point on Sa­
turday ani the relatively rounded high earlier in the week. The power fail u re 
curve seems more exaggerated than the UFO activity curve, but this could be ex­
pected if the UFO dates are relatively less accurately known. Thus, it is con­
ceivable that both curves depend on a. "level of UFQ-interest in terrestrial go­
ings-on" as a function of the day of the week. This need not be.· incompat i b 1 e 
with a relationship between power failures and power consumption. _ . 
References· 

1) Davidson, Leon. An Am.lysis of :the Air Force Project Blue Bobk. Spe�ial Report 
Number 14. Davidson, 1957. 

2} keel, John .A. Operation Trojan Horse. Putnal!l, 1970. . . · . · 
3) Saunders, D. R. On the statistical treatnent of remarkable data. Educational...., 

ani Psychological Measurement 301· 533-.545, Autumn 1970. . 
4) Smith, Paul J. Power Failures versus Unidentified F1ying Objects. ·APRO Bul-

letin, �arch-April 1970. 
· 

5) Vallee, Jacques. .Analysis of 8,26o _UFO Sightings. FlYing Saucer Review 14, 
(3) 9-11, :tvay-June 1968. 

�-------------- --------------------�------------------�-- ----�-------- ' 
(Edito� ial continued from page 4) 

Although there exist much talk about the possibility of one worldwide UFO 
organization comprised of the merger of the hundreds of smaller groups,this fao­
tor of irrlividuality prohibits this ideal from materializing. Th:S irrleperrlen c e 
the UFO researcher must have is evident in the constant f€nids---an:r--other .. Irist:an-
ces of non�cooperation existent among some organizations. · . .. . 

It �t be realized that nea�ly any. individual who has. an interest in the 
subject can succeed in making a contribution of one form -or another • . This feel­
ing of success reinforces the ego and strengthens.individuality • .. Thus this in­
dfviduality is not only UFOlogy's driving- force, but also pro'\J?bly its 4ownfall. 
Hopefully,it will only be temporar,y, realistically, it•s hopeless. 

:_ Patrick Huyghe 
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I I I I I I I I I I I I _I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
"I do n ot know what I may appear to the world, but to my s elf I seem to have bee n  
only a boy playing on the seashore, a n:i  diverting myself i n  now and then finding 
a smoother pebble or a prettier shell than ordina�, whilst the great ocean of 
truth lay all und isc overed before me . " -- S ir Isaac Newton 

AIR ACADEMY TELlS CADETS Nai' TO- DOSCOUNT U FOs 
Cadets at the A ir Force Academy t raining ground for the nation ' s future av­

iation leaders , are being advised to keep an open mirid on the sub jec t  of uniden-
t ified flying objects • _ · ·· 

The suggestion is in a 500-page noteb ook that is rest:r:-ict�d t o  "academy use 
only. " The section of UFOs is a 14-page chapter written by .Major- Donald G .  Car-
pe nter.  . . . -- · -- . .  ,... . . 

Academy officials denied that the A ir Force had been ·h iding the texibo ok from 
the public . They said that the book'�as in short supply because_ only 200 c op ies 
have been printed .  · , _ 

The chapter on UFOs says that s uch ob jects have· been ·rep ort�d f or almost 50 
thousand years and that "the entire phenomenon c ould be psych olog ical but _this is 
quite doubtful " because of s ome of the- reliable witnesses· who. have sp otted them. 

"It c ould als o be due to known ani unknown phenomena • • •  but this . is a '1 s o  
questionable, " the_ book s ays . · .. · 

"This leaves US- with the unpleas ant p os s ibility· of alietj' vis it ors or at leas t  
alien-c ontr olled UFOs . H owever , · the data are not well'c orrelated and suggests at 
least three and maybe f our gr oups o� aliens , p os s ibly it, different stages of de-
vel opment . 

- . -. · · "This, too, is difficult to accept: It implies the·existence of intelligent 
life on a ma j ority of planets in our s olar syste� or a s urpris ingly strong inter-
est in earth by members of other s olar systems . "  

· -
Th·e textbook says , "The bes t· thing to do is to keep an ope n  and . skept i c  al 

mind and not take an extreme p os ition . " 
(S ource : St. L ouis Post�Dispatch , Sun., Oct .  11, 19'1o'�J 

···- · - ·· NEW YORK UFOs TRACED TO VENUS 
.A number of New Yorkers and boxer r-'luhammed .Ali rep orted seeing unidentified 

fiying ob jec ts at dawn today·- but astron omers�said the s ightings.probably _were 
of �Venus • . · · · 

·. � � · 
: � . �· -� c oiltinued 
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'�enus is _eXtremely brilliant at this time," said Dr. Franklin Branley� 
·man of too Hayden Planetarium at the A�r�-can Museum of Natural:History. "And ... 

. , inva'tdably, when 'people see it, they think' _they see it move, jump' a:rourid and 
_carry on in __ all sorts_ of"_ erratic behavior. It's probably due ·to atmosphEric-dis.-

. tortion• " _ . ·_ .: Police headquarters said a patrolman in a squad car and an anonymous tele--: 
phone cap.e_r reported seeing UFOs over- Queens County • . The call was followed_ up· .• · but nothing fourrl on the ground or hovering above it at the specified- location. 

·Ali and. UPI sports writer William Verigan sighted a bright larger• th;in�·_..:. ··. 
star-size light as .Ali was doing his early-morning road work in Central. · Par�� --, 
later .Alf, Vertigan and trainers :Angelo Dundee and Drew (Bundini) Brown watched 
another point of light streaking due north until it was obscured by trees.- ; 
(Source: The Washington Post, Wen., Dec. 2, 1970.) · 

MYSTERIOUS GREEN FLASH OVER HONOLULU 
.A �sterious green flash in the sky touched off an alert that involved the 

_Coast Guard, a:iarline pilots and even space officials Sunday� but it was later 
determined the commotion was probably caused by a meteor • 

.At 1:33 a.m. the Coast Guard began receiving reports from Hawaii residents 
·of a "brilliant green flash" southwest of Honolulu. 

"It looked like a possible aviation disaster," the Coast .Ouard said. "Our 
rescue ships and aircraft were immediately alerted and other governmentagencies 
were notified." 
---- · Airline -pilots sta�ted sending in reports� fixing the position of the· flash 
about 100 miles· (161 km) off�hore. _ _ 

· It was quickly determined that no planes were missing in the·area.National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration officials said the flAsh couldn't have been 
caused by the re-entry of anY .American space hardware. 
(Source: Mainichi Daily-News, Tues., .Aug. 18, 1970. ·Credit: Y. J. Matsumura. ) 

SAUCER SCARE ROCKS PENA�'G 
The gates of an English school near here were locked Friday ·to .keep o u'·t 

hundreds of people curious to meet six pupils who claimed they ·saw a flying sau-
cer land packed with spacemen --three inches (seven em) high. . 

The pupils ' story made front page· headlines in the. English language p re ss 
here Friday and detectives went to Stowell School at Buki t Menta ja.m to question 
them. · 

Two of the boys - T. Veerasingham, 10, and A. Devaraj, 12, told reporters 
they were prepared to swear in a temple their story was true. 

One boy claimed he saw five spacemen ;_ one in a yellow uniform with horns 
on his head, and the others in blue uniforms., 

1'When I tried to catch them, the one in the yellow suit, 9-pparently their 
leader, shot · my right leg. See, y9u can see the �rk," he s·aid pointing to a-
red spot. · · · · · 

FOOI'NOTE: .A television serial, "The Land of the Giants.��'has r�pentlybeen 
scree·ned here in which earthmen landing on _ ahoth�r planet_ are _abo�t three :lnches-
(seven em) high in relation to the native giants� · 
(Source: .Asahi Evening News, Sat., .August· 22, 197� Credit: -Y. · J. · · Matsulnur� .) 

· ·- . -· .. �--· 
UFO SIGHTIID LOCATIONS FOR AOO.-OCT. 1970 

UFO activity in thiS ·three month· span has been worldwide and medium as far-­
as the number· of reports are concerned. The followirig is the breakdown for each 
month: 1)AUG.- Illinois, Kansas, Texas,Mississippi,Arizona, California, Oreg on, 
England, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium, France, Italy, and Japan: 2 )SEPI'.- Arkansas , 

- 10 -
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CHARLES FORT: PROPHET OF THE UNEXPLAINED 
Damon Knight 
Doubleday & Co., N.Y. 1970 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Okay, all you forteans out there in Establishmentlanc:l, here's your 
I 
chance t o  

learn ''where it's at" from the one who made this all possible -- Charles F:o r t 
himself'. · Even thought this volume did not live up to my pers ona.l expectations of 
what a biography of Our Leader should be like, it nevertheless is better _t h a n  
nothing at all arrl I must recOJlJDJ:)n:i it to the hilt. 

The biggest beef I have with the book is that one gets the· uncanny fee.li n g  
of Deja Vu throughout its two-hur.dred-som-odd pages. I think that this is par� 
tia.lly due to the fact that most of the "basics" are re-presented,e.g. sky falls, 
but mostly due to Knight's over-generous use of direct quotations. Even When a 
great marzy- of these come from rare Fort writings (am a large percentage do) the 
singularity of his irdividualistic personality does not quite make it · a cro·s s ; 
Charles Fort remains perched like a stuffed mallard in the taxidermist 1 s wi.rxiow. 

It becomes obvious too, in a relatively short time, that there just isn 1 t 
that much material on Fort in the book (probably because there isn't thatmuch in 
existence). Knight tries to balance this shortcomi�. by resorting to f'illezs,bu t 
with only limited success. Right in the middl� of Fort's life,, we are hit by a 
barrage of' speculation arrl semi:-related facts so as to disrupt the continuity to 
an embarrassing degree. Interesting as Knight 1s statistical analyses are (so too 
with his speculative conclusions) I f�el that they really d.,o not 'belong in a bio­
graphy. The same holds true with the excruciatingly long s��.tion on Velikovsky. 

·-:Despite the drawbacks pointed out, Krrl.ght has put :together an excellent eu� 
logy. to Fort. The initial few chapters dwell on Fort's Unf.crtunate childh o o d, 
which to a psychologist, could prob�bly,help to eXplain wby'a'man becomes a li­
brary' hermit throughout most of his adult life. Perhaps the JOOS.t fasci� bio­
graphical chapter is entitled "X AND Y (1910 - 1918)". In. it' wE;! l�arn of .Fort's ..... 
two unpublished manuscripts: "X was organized a.:r:-ouni the n.otion that our· civi�· 
lization is invisibly controll� by bei�s on the planet Mars �.(4�tioipatingRrt�s 
famous line, 1 I think we 're property 1 ) • In Y, Fort imagined ' ariothe1; s � n i s t er 
civilization, a little closer at bani - at the S.outh Pole." After reading �his 
chapter, one gets a _great feeli� of frustration, knowing that you--;Will probably 
never get to read these fortean masterpieces. From the relatively b:r;ief sections 
dealing with Fort's ·adult years, the book conclUdes with events .A�F.(After Fort). 
These events include the formation of the old Fortean Society, publication o f  
DOUBT, etc. The ph�to section is exceptional; especially his classic pose where 
Fort is shown with his "super checkerboard." · 

Since you are reading this review at all, you must be a fortea.n at h e ar t. 
With this in mini, it would almost be treason for you NOl' to buy this book.As I 
remarked at the outset, I reconnneni it to the hilt! 

- . · · ·-- Paul:Brac.zyk 
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by yJilliam E. Moser 

Some modern sightings of UFOs suggest that they may be ·
carrying out a sUIVey 

arrl the following is ·certainly similar to steps that our own .astronauts ,going to 
other planets which 'could possibly support some life, would possibly carryout in 
planning their mission. Surprisingly these steps coinci�·_l\Tith tpe behaviour of 
many reported UFOs, so it has been suggested that "flying· sa.U.Cers" may be carry­
ing out a reconnaisance of Earth. 

(I) Various probes would be sent out to ascertain conditions on the planet 
to be examined arrl firrl traces of existing life. If the planet had. so� natural· 
satellites or moons that would also· be a matter of investigation. Photo gr a phs 
would be taken as well as so-il or air samples, etc. 

(II) If any sort of advanced society would be fourid on the plane·t ;f'urth er 
probes would be sent to discover types of vehicles used for transport' on this 
pfanet, _ hen�e many UFOs are report�d over railway lines ani r_oa�ways. Any ship-. 
ping would naturally be regarded with interest. 

(Ill) If the occupants of the planet would prove to be hostile then it would 
be certainly necessary to investigate the types of weapons available., systems of 
lighting· arxl power sources including atomic power, if evolved, water r�� er v oirs 
ani aey type of military installatio-ns. It is worth noting thll.t J.n 1964 a photo­
graph showing UFOs carrying· out these surveys was taken in England by·_ a __ Mr. J. 
Templeton of his five year old daughter. When developed "a strange white space­
man" could be seen starrling behin:i the g�rl, looking into the direction of the 
Chape� Cross Atomic- P�wer Station and a NATO Radio Tracking Base. 

I 
(IV) In

. 
the first manned expeditions to an alien planet, c�ll��tion of min­

eral, vegetable, and animal- samples, mostprobably from practically uninha b i ted 
areas would be a must. This we often hear in resPect to UFO. r�ports seen in de-
sertlike or outback areas. 

· 
(V) If the occ'upants o'f the planet proved to be frierrlly then the astronaut� 

from other worlds would certainly land nearer to more populated areas andpossib ­
ly try to communicate with the occupants. Before that they would show their ve­
hicles .from close by to as �Any persons as possible. Theri the decision that.the 
v�sitors from outer space could land safely would be taken intq considerationan4 
landings effected, thus bringing no peril of any kind to either civilisation. . 

(VI) If on l.he. ·other hand there might be some doubt in a hi-gher civilisation 
than our own, that any type of closer contact could be some danger for h e  a 1 t h 
reasons, living conditions or a� other vital �tter, final steps· of bontactmay 
never eventuate, thus the UFOs remaining an enigma for the population -of ·Earth 
till all risks contact might bring are finally overeome. 

C(Mr. Moser is the Honorary Secretary of Australia's largest UFO o�ganization, )) 
( (UFOIC, 19 H�lst_one .Avenue,. Hurlstone. Part_. Sydney, N.S.W .• , .Australi�, · 2193�)) 
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The NEXT ISSUE of UFO CO�lENTARY will be our 

J I�
_ 
will include: 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL RESEARCH ISSUE 

An Introduction to UFOCAT-70 
Approach 
Uncle Sam 1 s UFO Literature 
Some Notes on the "Airships" 
Public Libraries and UFOs 
Lost or }fisplaced 
Book Review of Harmonic 33 

by Dr. David R. Saunders 
by John A .  Keel 
by Larry W. Bryant 
by Lucius Farish 
by Allen Benz 
by Richard Walton 
by Paul Braczyk 

Plus an Index to Volume 1 of UFO CO:MMENTARYi 
and other articles by: Faris�, Be�z, Butcher, Erhardt, Bryant, and much morel 

Subscribers and exchanges receive it as part of their subscription. other wise 
it will sell for only $1. 50 per copy. Distributors may write to the editor for 
discount prices. The issue will appear. after March.1971. 

Order from: Patrick A. Huyghe , 72 Jefferys Drive, Newport News , Va. 23601. 

SAUCER NEWS 
Gray Barker's UFO zine. Professionally printed , manY photos and illustrations. 
_Sample copy $1�00 , Four issue subscription , $4. 00. Publisped irregularly. Write 
to SAUCER NEWS, Box 2228, Clarksburg , itJ � Va. 26301. 

OUTE&�OST 
A new approach to UFOs. New theories and experiences by some of the most 
pected people in ufology. Persons such .as Armand Laprade , Richard Shaver, otto 
Binder , Kenneth Larson, John Dean, Joan Howard , Rey d1Aquila, Hans Lauritzen 
others. Plus a chapter �om SILVER BRIDGE , a worldwide directory of UFO clubs 
and publications v�th addresses , a listing of UFO articles ·run in national maga­
zines in 1969 , and artwork by the editor of SS&S. If you haven't got a copy of -
OUTERMOST yet, you c·an still do so. It 1s only $1. 50 .per copy. Write today to: 
Gene Duplantier , 17 Shetland St. Willowdale, Ontario , Canada. 

. UFO CHRONOLOO 
This is the only publication which contains detailed and comprehensive sighting 
chronologies in order to inform its readers of the total UFO activity ever a give 
time period. Moreover, it includes analytical articles on the nature and acti­
vities of UFOs and related subjects, and discusses the.essences of the UFOlogy 
movement itself. - Get .a big 32 page issue every four months , $2. 50 fol:' a th r ee 
issue subscription. \{r�ite _Joseph M. Erhardt, 43 Richland .Drive , Newport News , 
va. 23602, u.s. A. 

- · 
QUEST-UFO REPORT 

Published bi-monthly. 50 cents per copy or $3. 00 per year (six issues).Articles 
j deal ·with UFOs and the _$upernatural. Also covered are many news stories con-
lc�rning: the yeti , V�O .s�gh�ings , spooklights , sea monst

.
ers, the -Loch Ness Mons� 

ter and others. The articles are written by otto Binder, John Prytz , Armand La-lprade, Kenneth Larson, Kurt Glemser, Dennis Stamey, John Hopp, etc. Send cash, 
cheque or money order to: Kurt Glemser, 489 Krug St. , Kitchener , Ontario,Canad 

1--------------------------------------
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T H E M Y S T E R I 0 U S · C 0 H 0 K E L I ·a H- T· * 

by Jay Mundy 

Even as I dashed across the parking lot arrl through the doors of-the restau­
rant, just steps ahead of a cold g�st of rain, there was doubt forming in m y 
mind. < 

For a number of years ·- too many- I have been "poking" around the edge of 
ghost stories people tell you, without much success, to be convinced that this 
ttmysterious light " on _the railroad tracks at Cohoke ,£Virgini!_7, would turn out to 
be- any different than all the other cases. 

In shqrt, I'm a notorious skeptic. 

It was the fall of 1969, that I first heard of the light. An insurance sa­
lesman, whom I 111 call- Scotty, had a route that took him throughout the Pamunky 
Indian Reservation, Cohoke, Sweet Hall, and West Point. Many times he had list­
ened to people tell of seeing the light on the tracks, but had never bothered to 
stop to watch for it hims_elf. Not until I talked him into going to show me the 
way. 

Our first trip wasn't so much a research trip, as it was "just something to 
do on a Saturday night. " 

Along were his wife, a. girl frierrl of theirs, arrl myself. The night w a s 
moonlit, whippool'Wills called to each other from ·the lonely woods alongside the 
tracks, but no ghostly light. 

There was already a gang of people there - young and old, lovers and marrie d 
folks with kids - w�iting for _the light to put in an appearance. 

We waited_ until long past midnight. A gang of teenagers showed up, the car 
radio playing loudly, drinking beer, and making so much noise that the mood was 
lost. We went home. 

· 
. Now, nearly five months later, I-- was going for my' secord attempt to see the 

light. The first adn1t impressed me too greatly. I just didn't believe there 
was a light to be seen. 

I met a friend of mine, named Frank, in a Newport News ·restaurant. Someone 
had said that you saw the light better on a. dark, drizzling night. This ms cer-
tainly·a dark, drizzling night. 

· 
''Do you think we '11 see it? " I asked. 

Frank shrugged. "I don't know. A lot of people say they've seen it. All 
of them can't be lying. " 

"Then, let 1 s go, " I said. "It's a. long drive." 
• • • continued 

* Reprinted from the New Dominion, a supplement to THE DAILY PRESS, Newport News 
Hampton, Va., Sunday, August 23, 1970. 

- 15 -



From Pewp ort News t o  West Point is 42 miles .  The small,.rural t own goes t o  
sleep early i n  the evening and, a s  we passed through it o n  our way t o  C ohoke, on­
ly the red light where we were t o  make a left turn was on hand to greet us .Ever,y­
thing else was closed and dark . 

C ohoke , itself , is nothing more than a spot where a dirt road cr<"sses t h e 
railroad tracks . Once a house st o od 'there and , a depot building, but n9w, be­
cause vis it ors in the night burned them both t o  the ground , there are only char­
red timbers and cement fourrlations laying in the weeds . .And, standing a m u te 
guard bes ide the tracks , an old oak t ree . 

S ome pe ople claimed that it was o nc e  the ''hang ing t ree . "  others tell ano ­
the r tale , o f  a lynching that t ook place 60 years ago . 

From that day forward , they claim, the mysterious light has: appeared . 

Still another p opular tale claims a railroad c onduc o or fell from the rear o f  
the train ,  a wheel cut off his head and, s ince then. it is his ·spirit haunti ng the 
tracks, looking for the head with the aid o f  his lantern. 

But there are no facts - or no ne that I c ould find - to back up any of the 
claims . 

The railroad was used o nce t o  haul passengers from West Point ,  where Ferry 
boats docked in those days, t o  Richmond .  But that service-stopped in 1933. Only 
flat cars hauling pulp wo od use it any more . 

A. T . Dill , Directo r  o f  Public Relations for the Chesapeake C o rp oration , a 
large pulp mill in West Point, and a noted historian o f  the area, answered a let­
ter I wrote h im. 

"There was no wreck on the railroad or lynching, " it read . "The only hang­
ing tree that I have heard of in this area was the one on what is now Sec ond St. , 
in downtown West Point, that s upposedly was used in 1676 or 1677 t o  hang one o f  
G overnor Berkeley ' s  opp one nts i n  the Bac o n's Rebellion. " 

J. S .  Gunn, retired e ngineer for the S outhern Railway System, now living in 
R ichmond, worked the West Point t o  Richmo nd line the last three years bef ore his 
retirement in 1962. · 

"I'd heard about a ghost-light , "  he said, "but I never s ee n  it . "  

Neither did retired ·c· o rrluctor G .  c. Waddell, 51 iears W: ith _the railroad, 10 
o f  them o n  the Cohoke line . 

"N otl;ling - absolutely nothing , "  he . said, "not even a st o ry ab o ut it . t t s 
news to me about a ghost on the tracks . "  

None of this, however, did Frank and I know whe n  we pulled t o  a s't op opp osi­
te the old tree and switched o ff t�e car �ights . 

It had st opped raining arrl was a foggy, black night, just the proper setting 
for seeing ghostly lights o n  �o nely rail! oad tracks . . . . . .  

• • • c o nt inued 
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' . 
''Well' " he asked. 'Wlia.t .noW? �ant � walk down the 'tracks?" 

''¥.tight as well do it proper," I said, an::l we went a good three hunred yards 
down the dark railroad. 

... In the hours that we waited, we heard things walking in the leaves - birds 
ard small ·varmints on the pr�l - an::l the rain dripping from the trees, but n o. 
light appeared. Twice now, I had seen absolutely nothing. 

Weeks passed before I made another trip up there. I was to end up makjrg 15 
trips in all. 1Y{y record for "seeing the light" was just about whc!l:t I · exJ)ected, 
too. Zero. 

After the tenth visit I gave it up. I hadn't seen anything to investigate. 
I met people there constantly ard they persisted that a light did .appear. 

Then it was summer. I had not even thought about the light for a while. On 
the spur of the moment, three friends and I decided to take one last look. This 
'Just might be the night it would appear for us • 

.Ani it did. I got the surprise of nw life. I saw, with my own eyes, t h e 
light on the railroad trackst 

It was a warm summer eveni�. Stars were bright, but it was pitch o 1 a·c k. 
Lighting bugs were big as nickels. Frogs a:rxi bugs were fussing at each other in 
the weeds like women hangi� on a back fenc.e. 

There were ·a good dozen of us gathered there at the' time, right across from 
the crooked old tree. Some of them claimed they had seen the light before ;ethers 
like myself, had never seen a thing. 

I talked to a man who said he saw ft three times. We were leanir:g against 
the hood of the car. No orie was talking loudly. Everyone was rather ��rious a­
bout it. 

Then som said quietly, "Look. There it is." 

What I saw, at first glimpse, appeared to be the train coming. From where 
we_ stood at Cohoke, to the. other crossing at Sweet Hall, behin:i .the light, w a s  
approximately a mile arrl a half. Another couple hunired yards below Sweet Hall, 
the tracks took a sharp turn to the left. The iight appeared to be there at the 
curve. The glow from it lit up the tracks on both sides like a flare sent up by 
soldiers. It lasted only a few moments. Certainly not long enough to get a real 
good look at it. 

''Is that the light everyone sees," I asked? 

"Yes," replied those who had seen it before.. "That· is the +.ight." 

I walked far down the tracks, hoping that it would come clo�er. It appeared 
several more times, always just a brief moment before fading away, always f a r 
down the tracks. Never close enough for a good look. 

- 17 -
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An:i there was nothing frightening about it . Nor , I though , unc onnnon. It was 
just a light . Rather ,  more like the glow from a light that is about to c ome a­
rc� a curve , but does n ' t  ever get there . Pretty much the way a car light ap­
pears before the car itself gets there . 

Anyway, I had a look at the strange light on the railroad tracks . I was n ' t  
very impr�ssed .  Pe ople claim it c omes on a n:i  stays on for a long time , even mov­
ing down the tracks li){e a "lantern, n until it nears s ome one , the n it vanishes . 

It never behaved that . way when I was there . Ani afterwards I made seve·ra 1 
more trips , always trying to get a better look at it . In the back of rrry m i n d  
s omething was nagging at me .  There was s omething familiar about the light , but , 
for the moment , I c ouldn ' t  put � finger on it . 

It . was days later before I got the chance to vis it the s pot again. Meanwhile 
I started digging aroun:i for facts . That proved to be quite a chore . 

. S oroo told me Duke Univers ity had done s ome research on the light . I wrote 
Duke a · letter .  An answer came baGk from J.  B .  Rhine , head o f  Duke 1s famous Foun­
dation for Research on the Nature of Man. 

"I do not recall ever having heard about the appearance of the light on the 
railroad tracks near Wes t  Point , " wrote the noted parapsychologis t .  "But a s ome ­
what s imilar claim o f  the appearance o f  a. strange light has been freque ntly re­
ported in c onnection with a place in eastern North Carolina . " 

The place is Mac o ,  N. C . , near Wilmington. Both the light there and tm m e  
here have much in c ommon. They don 't appear ·at . a� certain time , they are big 
an:i glowing on one occas ion, and. small , like a waniering , c old , star , at others . 

But then reports are expected to differ on such a sub ject .  What I need e d 
now was s omething to back up these tales . If,  for example , it was a ghost of the 
lynched Negro , or the decapitated, railroad c onductor , then certainly there must 
be a report of the inc idents s omewhere . 

If it was s omething else - s omething with. a logical .. explanation -then, that 
too I must locate . 

I went · aroun:l talking to residents . Their reaction was dread . · · They hoped 
that I was n ' t  going to start up trouble again• Sheriff c • . T .  Dlinn, for example 
has more trouble than anyone elsa . He has·  to try to kee p  things ·dow:n to a dull 
roar at times . · . .  

The Sheriff has not only been the peace office r  in the area for the past 35 
years , but has lived all of his 68 years right in Sweet Hall , right alongs ide the 
tracks on the. very route the "ghost light " is supposed to travel .  

"I 've hunted the woods , "  said the s oft-speaking law office r ,  · "since I was a 
boy. I used to walk up ani down the tracks while I was c ourting rrry wife , ancl I 've 
never see n anything on them that I c ouldn ' t  explain. " 

"Well , " I asked , "how long have pe ople been seeing the light? " 

"I 1ve qeen _having troubles because of it for about 10 years , "  he replied • • • • c ontinued 
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His troubles are not little ones . Bes ides the two buildings that were burn-
. ed down , vis itors have als o set fire . to the .old store several times and , only be­

c ause the Sheriff rose from bed to put . . it out , has the building been s p a r e d .  
others have fired guns at the light . .And , just recently, two boys drove t he ir 
car down the tracks . A train . started c oming . It was forced to stop and the en­
gineers helped the boys set the c'ar off to the s ide while it passed .- Once t h e 
train was gone , the boys were mad becaus e  the e ngineers did not help get the car , 
back on the track� . They piled up a barricade of logs . On the return trip the 
train nearly ran into it . -Both l?oys were taken in c ourt in _ Newport News tros pgst 
June . · 

The harassme nt goe s  on and on and on. I fi�ally asked the Sheriff what he 
thought the light was . 

"They see the reflection of cars g oing acros s the tracks 1 and · from w h e r e 
they are standing it does look like a light on the railroad . 

' 'One evening , "- he · recalled , �'I drove around to Cohoke to taik to the. pe oPle. 
They told zoo it had just appeared five tiJ:nes in a row. It s o  happened tha t -I h ad 
s ome pe ople down at nzy- house who came ani we nt about five times . What they s aw 
was the car lights in nzy- driveway. " _  

It s ounded logical . That little s omething nagging me came forwa� . - . Once in 
a lonely canyon in Arizona there was a ghost light . It eventually proved to be 
reflections of an airport tower search light , s even miles away. 

The light I had seen oming around the . curve was /just like the re flec tion--of 
car lights . I dec ided to s ee if I c ould recreate a light that looked like it with 
a car. 

An arr.ateur photpgrapher and I, and our girl fr�e rrls , came early one . eve ning. 
He and I got out at Cohoke . The girls were to drive back around to Sw�et_ H a 1 1 
and drive up the dirt road that runs along the tracks , a good three-quarters of 
the dis tanc e  between the two points . . � 

I was armed with powerful binoculArs ; my� friend with a movie camera. set __ for 
photographing in the dark . 

It was again a drizzling , black night . Vis ibility was limited to about _ 100 
yards . He and· I walked slowly� hoping - .all the . .  -way that the light. would appear ,  
and afte r about 10 minutes we were almost to the other point • 

. The n, suddenly , there ahead of Us wa� ·the lig�t . It was very brief _  a n d 
faint . I threw up the binoculars 1 but it was too late . The light had al r e a d y  
vanished . 

He c ontinued to walk . I happened to glance up arrl there it was again. This 
time the re was no mis-take . .A n:l T, didn ' t  eve n have to- use the binoculars . E;ren 
from that distance it was · easy to : :$ee-� .:· • .  - �� -1 ; 

The girls · 
had turned a·long the road·�- c oming toward us , for they parked and 

honked the horn. 

"Now , " I said to my frie rrl ,  'we know the real s ource behind the lights pe o­
ple see down here . " 

- 19 -
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But my frierrl was one of the pe ople who had seen it while it moved a 1 o n g 
s lowly like a smali ''star� 

"It c ould be one s ource of lights , "  he replied. "But that is not the light 
I 1ve seen before . 1 1  

We parked the car on the tracks at that point and spent several more hours 
watching am waiting . Many times we saw lights , but through the binoculars , they 
were always cars g oing over the c ross ings . 

I have not g one back again. 

Mr. Dill , I think , summed up the C ohoke "ghost light " rather ap p ropriately 
in the c onclus ion of his letter .  

"I sus pect , "  he had written, "the C ohoke light c omes out c;>f the s ix - packs 
that are found s o  liberally s trewn in the area . ' It doesn 't take a parapsycholo­
gist 1 s  investigation to determine that .  I 111 be interested to know , " he e nd e d  
it , "if you can find more than I was able to about one of our local attrac t ions 
which doe s n  1 t  have to be see n to be believed . "  

William F. Geeslin, A s sistant Vice Pres ide nt of the Southern Railway System 
in rosponse to a letter fro� me about the ghost-light , said ,  'We do not have any 
information about the strange lights that are rep orted to appear near Mile Post 
F-170 . It is our feeling , however ,  that where one finis phenomena plus shenani­
gans , there are sure to be hooligans . " 

An:i the truth of the matter is , I can • t .  

There just are no facts . I n  the c,ourtho�e ' libr�ries I newspapers ' old re­
c ords - there just is n ' t  a bir�hplace for the .light that I can · find . 

What remains is just a dark , lonely s pot 'bes ide the railroad tracks wh e re 
pe ople c ome to stand and wa:tch for a s t:r'ange light , the n when a light does appear 
eventually, they go home c onvinced , and ·spread the word to others . 

Jtr rec omme ndation is s imple : .firrl a more interes ting "ghost"  to s tarrl a­
round watching . As for myself, the bug's and the poss ibility of having t r o uble 
with a gang of rowdy visitors be nt on harass ing the. area just isn ' t  worth it . 

Bes ides , there ia a c ounty ordinance which forb; des you 1f�om be ing in the 
area between s undown and sunrise for the purpose of "watching for the light . P · · 

You c ould get a ticket , arrl failure to appear in c ourt c ould result in a fi­
ne ,  arrl perhaps jail . 

The Ordinance . adopted by King Wiiliam C ounty on JanUary 2 6 ,  19 66 , and re­
adopted Februa� 23 , 1968, prohits loitering ·the vicinity of Cohoke , punishable 
by a fine of $300 of <? onfinement in jail for thirty days , or . both . 

END '. 
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